
Ante Ivčević, whose nickname is Cobo, is a 
winemaker on the island of Vis. He is sure 
that he could not do anything else – he 
would miss the open space, the nature and 
his freedom. As he says, islanders like to be 
their own bosses. 

Cobo cultivates the old, almost forgotten 
vine variety Palagružonka. He brought it 
from the island Palagruža and grafted it in 
his vineyard to save it from extinction. This 
variety is characterised by resistance to 
drought and a specific aroma that reminds 
him of tangerines. He will soon become  
the only winemaker in the world to produce  
superior quality bottled wine from  
Palagružonka.

Ante Ivčević lives and works in the Natura 
2000 site Otok Vis.



Otok Vis

The Natura 2000 SCI site ‘Otok Vis’ covers 
the entire island of Vis, Croatia’s farthest 
inhabited island. During its long history, 
the slopes of its inland calcereous hills were 
turned into terraces thanks to the huge ef-
forts of local farmers who collected stones 
in piles and built stonewalls. These terraces 
were used for agriculture, especially viticul-
ture, which has always been a very import-
ant part of the island‘s life and economy.  
Today, this is an important habitat for a  
large number of species. Together with the 
surrounding islets and Islands of Biševo, 
Sveti Andrija, Brusnik, Jabuka and Palagruža, 
the island Vis is also part of the Natura 2000 
SPA site ‘Pučinski otoci’
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Mijo Jaredić lives and works in the  
Natura 2000 site Gajna.

Mijo Jaredić grew up on the Sava river.  
Before he learnt to walk, he learnt to swim. 
Today he has a herd of 13 podolian cattle 
that are grazing beside the Sava on the  
pasture called Gajna. During the winter, 
when the Sava overflows, they move to  
Bajer, a higher part of the pasture and then 
Mijo brings them food by boat or tractor. 

He loves to come to his field and see that his 
corn and wheat are tidy and growing well. 
But not everything is in order – many people  
have left Gajna. His biggest wish is that more 
people join him to graze their cattle on the 
pasture. With ten people it is possible to 
bless Gajna. And then the village would live 
once more. 



Gajna

The Natura 2000 SCI site ‘Gajna’ is a wetland 
pasture situated along the Sava River, east 
from the town of Slavonski Brod. Periodic 
flooding and drying of this pasture ensure 
the right ecological conditions for numerous 
habitats and species. Large areas with  
shallow water are essential for breeding of 
many fish species. Rich in fish fry, insects, 
and amphibians, Gajna attracts a high  
number of bird species and serves as their 
feeding place. This semi-natural landscape 
was used for centuries for cattle grazing by 
the local farmers thanks to their knowledge 
of how to live with the river, and is therefore 
an important keeper of valuable cultural and 
natural heritage.
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After 36 years of working in an office,  
Marica Jakoliš decided to return to Ravni  
kotari – to the land where she grew up.  
She grows fruit and vegetables in the way 
that her parents once taught her. 

Every Saturday she sells her products at the 
market. Often she is late - but when she  
arrives, her customers are waiting for her. 
They stand at the entrance to the market, 
grab the crates from her car and carry them 
to her stall. She is happy because she can 
provide them with something that they 
value. Marica‘s favourite place is an olive  
grove because she only sees the horizon 
from there. She loves to sit down when it 
gets dark and look over the results of her 
day’s work.

Marica Jakoliš lives and works in the  
Natura 2000 site Ravni kotari.



Ravni kotari

The Natura 2000 SCI site ‘Ravni kotari’ is a 
lowland area in northern Dalmatia charac-
terised by spacious valleys of fertile land 
alternating with karst ridges. The influence 
of both the Continental climate from inland 
and Mediterranean climate from the Adri-
atic Coast has provided the right conditions 
for agriculture which is why this mosaic 
landscape is richly interwoven with patches 
of farmland, olivetree groves, orchards and 
vineyards, all surrounded by stonewalls, as 
well as patches of pastures, macchia and  
forests. 

The Natura 2000 SPA site ‘Ravni kotari’  
encompasses the entire SCI site and spreads 
further north and north west, it is twice as 
large as SCI site ‘Ravni kotari’.
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Ivica Dragan Elez lives and works in the  
Natura 2000 site Izvorišni dio Cetine  
s Paškim i Vrličkim poljem.

When the Bura is blowing, the beekeeper  
Ivica Dragan can’t stand still. Just like his 
bees, Ivica is always full of energy even 
though he is continually working. The Bura, 
he says, inspires him to move and jump, 
especially when he is in his favourite place, 
Lake Peruča.

Ivica enjoys observing the reaction of  
people when they taste his honey for the 
first time. They are always surprised at its 
high quality and keen to buy some to take 
home with them. The special taste comes 
from the fact that he frequently moves his 
bee-hives around to the cleanest areas of 
untouched nature in Dalmacija, Dalmatinska 
zagora and Lika. 



Izvorišni dio Cetine s Paškim i Vrličkim  
poljem

The Natura 2000 SCI site ‘Izvorišni dio Cetine 
s Paškim i Vrličkim poljem’ is located in the 
southern inland region of Croatia, below the 
slopes of mountain Dinara. It encompasses 
the source and upper part of the river Cetina 
and two surrounding karst fields, Paško polje 
and Vrličko polje, traditionally used for cattle 
breeding and agriculture. Besides being the 
most water abundant river in Dalmatia,  
Cetina is also significant as the only habitat 
for several critically endangered endemic  
fish species. The unique humid Sub-Mediter-
ranean grasslands located along its riverside 
are a new type of habitat that was added to 
the Annexes of the Habitats Directive at the 
time of Croatia’s recent accession to the EU.
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Božo Vukušić lives and works in the  
Natura 2000 site Nacionalni park Sjeverni  
Velebit.

When Bozo Vukušić was young, he told  
everyone: “I’m not continuing with school,  
I will buy myself a horse!” Today he has  
30 horses of the indigenous Croatian breed 
hrvatski hladnokrvnjak. 

He lives on Velebit Mountain with his wife 
Đurđa and his horses. Božo’s family has  
always moved, and it is in his bones too. In 
the winter he stays on the coast in Gornja 
Klada and in summer he moves back to his 
summer dwellings in the mountains.  
Since there are no roads in this part of  
Velebit, Božo always goes by foot, carrying 
everything he needs on his back.



Nacionalni park Sjeverni Velebit

The Natura 2000 SCI site ‘Nacionalni park 
Sjeverni Velebit’ covers the same area as the 
Northern Velebit National Park. Croatia’s  
largest mountain, Velebit, is located along 
the Adriatic coast and it has been enlisted  
on the UNESCO’s list of biosphere reserves  
because of its biodiversity richness. This 
area is covered by many types of preserved 
forests which are an important habitat for 
large carnivores: Brown Bear, Wolf and Lynx. 
Abundant in biodiversity, Northern Velebit’s 
grasslands with their surrounding stone walls 
and dwellings are also a keeper of a long 
and rich cultural history. Being a part of the 
Dinaric Alps, this area is also distinctive for 
its unique karst formations inhabited by the 
endemic underworld fauna.
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After his office work in Zagreb, Dražen  
Rendulić travels to Modruš – a town in Lika 
where he grew up. Together with his family, 
he produces organic cereals and vegetables.  
They grind the cereals into flour on an old 
water mill that has been in their family for 
generations. They produce corn, wheat 
and traditional smisno flour, focussing on 
products that could be offered on the local 
market. The direct contact with the buyer is 
important for them. Even though it‘s hard 
to work on two jobs, Dražen‘s time spent in 
Modruš completes him. It‘s something that‘s 
his, and he wouldn‘t change it for anything in 
the world.

Dražen Rendulić lives and works in the  
Natura 2000 site Ogulinsko-plaščansko  
područje.



Ogulinsko-plaščansko područje

The Natura 2000 SCI site ‘Ogulinsko- 
plaščansko područje’ is a valley located in the 
mountainous region of Croatia, surrounding 
the town of Ogulin. This area is important for 
the conservation of Illyrian oak-hornbeam  
forests, which open up in placed to reveal 
rich mountain meadows. These grasslands 
were traditionally maintained by pasturing 
and mowing which are today of a great  
importance for their conservation. This area 
is also one of the most abundant regions in 
Croatia in terms of cave fauna biodiversity 
and very rich in karst freshwater habitats 
such as streams, ponds and the surrounding 
wetland areas. 

©
 D

ar
ko

 M
ih

el
j


